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Abstract
In Japan, the MEXT (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology) new
curriculum guidelines were officially implemented in 2022 starting with first-year students in
high schools, which will transition to second- and third-year students in the coming years.
English education based on the new curriculum guidelines are expected to help high school
students acquire the basic knowledge [chishiki] and skills [ginou] of the English language.
In addition, it is anticipated to develop their abilities to think [skikouryvoku], make decisions
Lhandanryoku], and express themselves [hyougenryoku] in English. However, the question
is how it can be assessed whether students can successfully acquire these skills through the
English education based on the new curriculum guidelines. This paper will illustrate the
possibility of using the TOEFL Junior® Standard test, which was developed for junior and
senior high school students all over the world by Educational Testing Service (ETS), to

examine the effectiveness of English education led by the latest MEXT guidelines in Japan.
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Narrator: Listen to a teacher talking to a group of students.

Man: I know a lot of you having trouble finding information for your research projects.
Some of you have already contacted me about arranging a field trip to the public
library to look for books on your topic. I have spoken with the school principal, and
she has arranged for a bus to take any interested students to the public library
this afternoon. If you would like to go on this trip, please come see me before noon

to sign up.

What is the teacher mainly talking about?
(A) How to do research in a library
(B) A special trip to the public library
(C) The deadline for turning in research projects

(D) Different ways students can get to the library
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Narrator: Listen to a conversation between two students as they leave a classroom.

Girl: Wow, that was a fun math class!

Boy: Do you really think so? Mr. Watson lost me when he started talking about
calculating the areas of circles and triangles. I just didn't get it.

Girl: Yeah, that was hard. But after he showed us some examples, it all started to make
sense. Like when he measured the volleyball and then calculated the volume? Then
it was perfectly clear to me.

Boy: By the time he pulled out the volleyball, I was already lost! He was just talking too
fast for me. I couldn't keep up. There's no way I'm going to be able to do the
assignment for Friday's class.

Girl: How about if we work on it together tonight? I could explain the concepts to you,
and I promise I won't talk too fast!

Boy: That'd be great. You're pretty good at explaining things. Oh, but I have basketball
practice tonight! I can't miss the practice. We have a big game on Saturday. What
about right after school?

Girl: That doesn't work for me. I've got a piano lesson. What about after school
tomorrow? The assignment isn't due until Friday.

Boy: Tomorrow's fine. I don't have practice until 6:30.

Girl: OK, let's walk over to the public library tomorrow after school. We can sign up for
one of those private study rooms so we don't bother anyone.

Boy: That sounds like a good idea.

Girl: OK, see you then! Oh, and you know what? Why don't you bring your basketball
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along? It might come in handy!

Narrator: Now answer the questions.

1. Why does the girl talk about a volleyball?
(A) To recommend that the boy try a different sport
(B) To suggest that the teacher has an interest in sports
(C) To give an example of how the teacher clarified a point

(D) To explain how math can improve an athlete’s performance

2. What is the boy's main complaint about the teacher?
(A) He talks too fast.
(B) His explanations are too long.
(C) He does not use good examples.

(D) He does not give enough time to finish assignments.

3. Why can't the boy work on the assignment with the girl tonight?
(A) He has a piano lesson.
(B) He has basketball practice.
(C) He has to study for a geometry test.
(D) He has to return a book to the library.

4 . What does the girl imply when she asks the boy to bring his basketball?
(A)  She will use the basketball to help the boy learn math.
(B) The boy can practice basketball on the way to the library.
(C) They can play basketball then they finish the assignment.
(D) She would like the boy to teach her how to play basketball.
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Narrator: Listen to a farmer talking to a group of students on a field trip to a dairy farm.

Man; I'd like to welcome you all to my farm. If you look around, you'll see that I've got a
lot of cows and goats, and they produce a lot of milk. I hope you all like milk or at
least enjoy some milk products, like ice cream or yogurt. You'll have a chance to

try some later.

Animal milk is a very convenient food, and it's been around for so long that many
people think we've been drinking it forever. But it is not a very old food, and
actually, some foods made from milk are much older. Some experts recently
discovered that thousands of years ago, people did get milk from animals, but they
didn't drink it. Instead, they used it to make cheese! I was very surprised to learn
recently that on the most ancient pots there are traces of cheeses, but not plain
milk. This shows that people first turned milk into cheese before they decided to

use the milk itself as a food!

Early people were lucky to discover milk, because they needed a food supply they
could always count on. Milk was a perfect food, rich in fat and other nutrients. And
it was better than meat in terms of its availability. You see, meat was not
something you could eat on a regular basis. If you owned only one animal and
decided you wanted meat, well, you'd have meat for about a week or so, and that's
it. So people just didn't have steady supplies of meat. But milk was different. Even
if you only owned one goat, you wouldn't run out of milk because you could go on

milking a goat pretty much every day, regardless of the season!
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So how do we know that people relied heavily on milk? Well, we know that only
female cows, sheep, or goats provide milk. And when archaeologists dig through
the remains of old villages, they often find the bones of livestock that people kept.
But they don't find bones of many male animals. And that confirms that people

kept the animals for milk, not their meat.

Okay, now. Who's ready for some of those milk products I mentioned before?
There's nothing like fresh ice cream! Let's head on over to the kitchen area and

try some.

Narrator: Now answer the questions.

1.

2.

3.

CO

What is the talk mainly about?
How cheese was first produced
The origins of one of the oldest foods
How ancient people found food

Areas where ancient people drank milk

What does the speaker find surprising?
That milk was first used in the form of cheese
That ancient milk contained little fat
That ancient people preferred drinking milk to eating meat

That ancient people used different types of animal milk

Based on the talk, what is probably true about the milk supply in early human
mmunities?

It was steady and dependable

it varied depending on the animal

It was only available during certain seasons

There was not enough of it to meet the demand
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4. Based on the talk, what is probably true about the first livestock herds kept by
ancient people?

(A) They provided little milk.

(e8]

They were very large.

@

(B)
(C) They were difficult to manage.
(D)

D) They consisted mostly of females.
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To: Ms. Howell

From: Annemarie Dah
Re: This Year's Play
Sent: March 11, 5:12 P.M.

Dear Ms. Howell,

I hope you don't mind my sending this e-mail, but I wasn't able to stay after school to
attend the drama club meeting today. I really apologize, but my ride home was not able

to wait.

Anyway, I hope that there are still acting roles open in the play. If not, then I hope that
there is at least a place for me to work on the production crew. I realize that the people
who attended the meeting got first pick, but I thought it would still be good to e-mail

you my preferences.

I enjoy acting in plays more than anything else. Even if it's a minor character, I would
love to have one of the acting roles. If they have all been taken, then hopefully I can still
work as one of the costume designers. As you know, I have done that before and really

enjoy working with the parent volunteers to sew the costumes.

I can come to the theater tomorrow morning to talk with you if you are unable to
answer this e-mail today. Either way, as I am sure you can tell, I am very excited about

the play this year.




CRAHYE

Sincerely,

Annemarie

1. Why did the student write the e-mail?

To request a role in a play
To find out when a performance will take place
To accept an invitation to act in a play

To congratulate a teacher for putting on a play

2. In line 7, the word pick is closest in meaning to

pull
place
touch

choice

3. In line 10, the word they refers to

(A)
(B)
©

(D)

roles
costumes
designers

characters

33

4 . What has the students done for the drama club in the past?

>

(
(
(€

)

=

)
)

(D)

Directed a play
Designed posters
Helped with costumes

Played a minor character
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As its name suggests, the acacia ant lives in acacia trees, and it chooses the most
inaccessible places in the tree to build its nest. When an ant finds itself on a tree, it will
start making a hole beneath one of the thorns, the sharp needle-like structures growing
on the branches. When the hole is big enough, the ant will start a family there. That
family soon grows very large, and when it is a few hundred strong, it will protect the
whole tree, from the roots up to the leaves and flowers, by defending against invaders.

Acacia ants ward off not only small animals, like sugar gliders, but also large ones,
like goats or giraffes. As soon as the ants detect an intruder near the tree, they quickly
rush toward it and bite it, injecting a toxic substance into the animal’s skin. The
substance is not life threatening, but it creates enough pain to make the intruder look
for another tree whose tasty leaves are not so well guarded.

The ants protect the tree because it is in their interest to do so. If a giraffe were to
destroy the tree, it would also mean the demise of the ants’ home. Such animals are thus
a threat to the ant. But acacia ants do not frighten away all animals that come near
them. Scale insects, for example, are quite welcome, because they produce a sweet juice
the ants enjoy. Some of the ants’ food also comes from the acacia tree itself. Acacia trees
provide a kind of oil that is collected by the ants and taken to their nests. It is one of the

favorite foods of baby ants.

1. What would be the most suitable title for the passage?
(A) A Tasty Tree
(B) The Tiny Protectors
(C) Making a Small Home

(D) Observing a Dangerous Insect
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2. Where on the acacia tree do acacia ants build their nests?
(A)  On the leaves
(B) Near the roots
(C) Under the thorns
(D) Inside the flowers

3. What can be inferred from the passage about acacia tree leaves?

(A) They are eaten by animals.
(B) They are shaped like needles.
(C) They are extremely poisonous.

(D) They are used as a hiding place.

4. In line 7, the phrase ward off is closest in meaning to
(A) stick to
(B) crawl over
(C) move from
(D) frighten away
5. What do acacia ants do when they sense an animal near the tree?
(A) They attack the animal.
(B) They hide in their nests.
(C) They carry their young out of the tree.

(D) They use the animal for transportation.

6. In line 10, the word it refers to
(A) an intruder
(B) atree
(C) the skin
(D) the substance




36 EASEEREEIGEEEO BIS T REHE OTHAL —yEHE SR TOEFL Junior” Standard #3# LT —

7. In line 13, the word demise is closest in meaning to

=

decoration

(e8]

description

destruction

5328 =

development

8. Ants use the oil of the acacia tree for what purpose?

T 8T =

Covering their smell
Feeding their young

Cleaning their nests

8 o @

Fighting their enemies
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