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Reply to the Students’ Report Leads to “Deep Dialogic Learning”
— An Analysis of English Communication | for Nursing Students Designed by Terasima Method —

YAMADA Syouzi
Department of English, Asahi University

Summary

There are three materials that Terasima Method recommends to use for the beginners
of English. They are “The Big Turnip”, “There’s a Hole” and “The House that Jack
Built.” Through these materials students can intensively learn the basic word order of
English : SVO and post-modification. In addition, the materials are very helpful to learn
the rhythm of English sounds, because the sentences are very rhythmic. What is better,
they get longer little by little by adding new phrases, so students can memorize them
without awareness while repeating. In short, they are most excellent stuff in learning
not only the sentence grammar but the sound grammar.

In the first semester of 2018 I used the materials in English Communication I (Basic)
for nursing students. The main theme of this article is to analize the students’ reports
that described what they had learned. I picked up three points which I thought most
important.

One is that they said they have recognized the word order of English language for
the very first time in their long English-learning career. It means that they have been
taught so far just the phrases and sentence patterns without knowing the syntactic
structure of English language. One female student expressed her delightful surprise
when she first completed English composition by using word order rules consciously,

not by just applying sentense patterns.
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The next one is that they were surprised at a strange power of rhythm reading.
They had a group test of reading aloud, which is needed to read in unison rhythmically,
hitting the stressed syllables at the same time. A number of students wrote that
rhythm reading made it easier to memorize the sentences. Moreover, they said that
this group work was great fun and they really enjoyed the lesson. Some of them even
said that it helped them to make friends.

The third one is that they strongly welcomed my test-taking system. They had three
kinds of short tests ; one for words and sentences for nursing, and the others for reciting
and writing from memory of each above-mentioned material. They could take a retried
test as many times as they wished. It means that, if they fail, or even when they are
absent, they have a chance for another try. One male student wrote, “I tried until I
reached full scores and got a ‘never give up’ spirit”.

I am planning that I will print out my narration part of this thesis to let my students
read at the beginning of the second semester. I hope that their learning will be widened

and deepened by sharing each others’ thoughts.
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