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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify the ethical issues recognized by nurses in the ICU and
their correspondences. We conducted a semi-structured interview survey of five nurses who have
worked in the ICU for more than one year. The survey results were analyzed qualitatively and de-
scriptively, and 18 subcategories and 6 categories were generated from 167 summaries. The gener-
ated categories were [Conflict that the patient is severe and cannot care for the patient’s intention],
[Doubt about the ICU environment that prioritizes treatment], [Ingenuity of care based on the con-
dition of patients who have difficulty in communicating and treatment restrictions], [Support for the
family supporting severe patients], [Awareness of progress after leaving the ICU], and [Unification
of policies between nurses and doctors/nurses in the ICU where the patient’s condition is liable to
change]. The nurses belonging to the ICU recognized [Conflict that the patient is severe and cannot
care for the patient’s intention] as an ethical issue. As correspondences , they practiced [Ingenuity of
care based on the condition of patients who have difficulty in communicating and treatment restric-
tions], [Support for the family supporting severe patients] and [Unification of policies between nurs-
es and doctors/nurses in the ICU where the patient’s condition is liable to change]. The nurses who
belong to the ICU regard [Doubt about the ICU environment that prioritizes treatment] as an ethical
issue, and instead of changing the ICU environment as correspondences, they support patients with
[Awareness of progress after leaving the ICU].
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