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Sialolithiasis of the Minor Salivary Gland of the Upper Lip
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Sialolithiasis is a common disease in oral surgery. More than 80 % of sialolithiasis occurs in the submandi-
bular gland, in the minor salivary gland, sialolithiasis seems to be relatively rare.

A 69-year-old woman complained of a mass in the left upper lip. The mass was 5 mm in diameter,

movable and hard. No radiopaque lesion was observed in the tumor mass. Minor salivary gland tumor

was suspected clinically and resection was done under local anesthesia.. A small calculus, 1 mm in diame-

ter, was observed in a section of the tumor mass, and histopathological findings showed sialoadenitis. The

final diagnosis was sialolithiasis of the minor salivary gland.
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Fig 2. A small calculus found in the excision
specimen
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Fig 4. HE staining, high magnification
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Table 1 Age and Sex of Minor Salivary Gland
Sialolitiasis Reported in Japan (1933-

2002)°"

age \\sex Male

Female Total

0~9

10~19
20~29
30~39
40~49
50~59
60~69
70~179 13
80~89 3

90~ 0
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Total 35

N
-

56

"Table 2. Site of Minor Salivary Gland Sialolitiasis Reported in Japan (1933-2002)*""

Site Upper Lip | Lower Lip | Cheek

Gingiva Palate Tongue Total

Cases 28 8 16

1 2 1 56
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