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Changes in attitudes of dental students before and after participating
in short-term overseas training
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The educational philosophy of Asahi University’s School of Dentistry is to acquire advanced specialized
knowledge and skills, acquire a high sense of ethics and culture, contribute to the local community, and

VO H RS A R RE IS8 S 0 kRl R S

T 501-0296 Ik & R Efe i A A 1851

2R R AR S A R A AR 2 S B R DR AT 2 00 T

T 501-0296 5z B U T fli i A% 1851

O B H R SR S A S R R R R

T 501-0296 I & I B fi i fifiAs 1851

R R SR S P R I A A R B 5 I

T 501-0296 Ik & F Eqfe i FE A 1851

" Department of Prosthodontics, School of Dentistry, Asahi University

123

1851 Hozumi Mizuho-city Gifu Japan 501-0296

? Department of Restorative, School of Dentistry, Asahi University
1851 Hozumi Mizuho-city Gifu Japan 501-0296

Y Department of Dental Practice for Comprehensive Support, School of
Dentistry, Asahi University

1851 Hozumi Mizuho-city Gifu Japan 501-0296

Y Department of oral pathology, School of Dentistry, Asahi University
1851 Hozumi Mizuho-city Gifu Japan 501-0296

(2022 4% 12 H 26 H=z#L)



produce dentists who can be accepted in the international community. Based on the founding spirit of Asahi
University, the School of Dentistry has sent students and faculty members overseas and actively accepted
international students in order to acquire a global mindset.

In 1993, Asahi University’s School of Dentistry began a short—term student scholarship program for
overseas training at Peking University School of Stomatology in Beijing, China and the University of Cali-
Jornia, Los Angeles, California. Since then, we have expanded our program to a total of nine universities,
including four American, two Chinese, and one university in Mexico, Finland, and Italy. The primary
Sfeature of the short—term student scholarship program for overseas training at Asahi University’s School of
Dentistry is that it is a reciprocal training program that accepts students from and sends students to the nine
untversities listed above. In addition, Asahi University bears all the travel and accommodation expenses
of the exchange students, and all exchanges include an equal number of students from Meikar University’s
School of Dentistry, a sister school of Asahi University.

In order to obtain basic data to examine the international exchange program of Asahi University’s
School of Dentistry, we conducted a survey on the awareness of international exchange among students who
participated in a short-term scholarship program for overseas training, and investigated the changes in
their attitudes. The survey was conducted on 102 students from 2013 to 2015 regarding their interest in
and impressions of the international exchange before and after their participation. After participating, their
motivation for language learning did not change, but their motivation for clinical training increased signifi-
cantly, and gaining friends and acquaintances was a common interest. About half of the students engaged
n conversation and foreign language learning during the exchange; an increased interest in international
exchange as a source of motivation for students to learn foreign languages was expected. In the future,
revitalization of the international exchange programs will be necessary, as well as raising interest in inter-
national exchange, boosting motivation not only for clinical training but also for foreign language learning,
and further enhancement of the continuous learning environment.

Key words : awareness survey, short-term overseas training, attitude changes
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USSD: University of Siena, School of Dentistry
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AFMU: Air Force Medical University, School of Stomatology
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UAEM: Automous University State of Mexico, School of Dentistry
PUSS: Peking University, School of Stomatology
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