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Practical Research to Acquire the Stress-timed Rhythm of English Sounds

YAMADA Syouzi
Department of English, Asahi University

Summary

In order to make intelligible the spoken message in English, the first thing to do is to ac-
quire the stress-timed rhythm, which is the basic feature of English sounds. This article exam-
ines the effective tasks that are necessary for learners to acquire such rhythm. Concretely
speaking, what kind of tasks in what order should teachers give to students to motivate them
and keep their motivation going? The task model adopted here was the one that Ms
TERASIMA Mikiko, professor of Asahi University, employed in her 2011 first semester classes.
The three-step tasks she used for her classes are called “Rhythm Reading(Group Test)”, “No

”

Break Reading(Group Test)” and “Expressive Reading(Individual Presentation) But actually
the class practitioner unintentionally adopted a little different three steps, which was “Kana
Reading (Individual Test),” “Rhythm Reading(Group Test)” and “No Break Reading(Individual

»”

Presentation) Although the given tasks lacked in the amount of rhythm reading practice,
compared with Prof. Terasima, they successfully showed the effectiveness in acquiring the Eng-
lish sound features. In addition, the individual presentation in the third step contributed to
overcoming the learners’ shyness and fostering their ability to speak in public. One more
thing that should be noted is that there was mutual corporation, direct or indirect, among the
students in every step of these tasks. In conclusion, these tasks were proved to be “the most

difficult but most motivating tasks,” ie. an application of the idea of Zone of Proximal Develop-

ment advocated by a Russian psychologist L.S. Vygotsky.
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Well, | we clearly need, as a society, | to say no to nuclear power, | because there is no way |
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to control it. | And as Dr. Patterson points out, | these catastrophes will continue,

TNEGIE T 5 FEEA% ZLT NG = VLRI TWDS LI ZOEIBREEIIAPSLIRILTLLY

° ° =] ° a ° ° ° =] 1= B ° =] =] ° a a °
) . H R

and we can’t— | we, simply, as a world society, | can not deal with them.| When a
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nuclear reactor explodes, | the radiation goes | around the entire hemisphere. |
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It is not confined | to where the people live— | or where the accident occurred. |l
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The effects are ubiquitous | across all species: | that’s wild and domestic animals, |
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birds, fish, bacteria, viruses, | plants and humans. || So the effects are extremely serious, |
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and they last for generations. |
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We’re terribly concerned about Belarus, | where only 20 percent of the children | are now
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considered healthy. | So, | what do you do with a society | if 80 percent of your population is
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sick? | Who are going to be the artists and the musicians | and the scientists and the
WAL L6, Vo ZZWHEDRLELDOTL &9 2 RS FERIZ g

=] ° o ° ° . B o a [=]
teachers, | if your population is not well? |
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We need to stop the use of nuclear power. | We have other sources: | conservation and solar
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| and wind and biofuels. |  We need | the population to rise up and say, | "No more nuclear.
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| It’s not going to work, | and it will just be a matter of time | before there’s yet another
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accident, | such as occurred— | is occurring | at Fukushima Daiichi.
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