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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to consider the connection between sympathy and
imagination, at the same time, in the context of the cultivation of sympathy, the poor-
ness and the richness of sympathy. Sympathy contains imagination as its essential mo-
ment. Imagination, a free and conative faculty itself , functions in a similar way to per-
ception, and arouses affections. Therefore imagination plays an important role in each of
three aspects of sympathy: cognitive, affective, and conative aspects. In addition, the
richness of sympathy can be regarded as that of a lively relationship, and as "the vital
contact with the reality’. The cultivation of sympathy is a very important problem in
the contemporary situation of the poorness or the inversion of sympathy. Sympathy can
be sometimes hindered by the historical limitation of reason and morality. In this sense,
sympathy which brings about the richness of the lively relationship will make it possi-

ble to rearrange such a stiff reason.
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