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Summary

Textbooks are absolutely essential to any education. Foreign language textbooks in
China have gone through tremendous transformations since the nation’s founding in
1949 ; so have textbooks for Japanese majors, which have witnessed considerable im-
provement. Nevertheless, a host of new problems have emerged that need to be ad-
dressed.

This paper reviews the evolution of Japanese language textbooks in China, followed
by a survey of textbooks and curricula for Japanese majors at some of China’s promi-
nent foreign studies universities, including the Japanese Language Department of Bei-
jing Foreign Studies University. Based on an examination of the pros and cons of the
current Japanese textbooks, the paper concludes that it is urgent to bring out better

Japanese language textbooks as soon as possible.
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