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A study on Awareness of Dental Hygienist Students Concerning Disabilities:
Comparison of Before and After Questionnaire Survey of Clinical Practice
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This study examined the effectiveness of the education of dental hygienist students through bedside learn-
ing. We conducted questionnaire surveys on dental hygienist students to investigate differences in their impres-
stons of dental care for disabled persons and their interest in working in this field before and after attending
special needs dentistry bedside learning.

1) Those with a negative image of people with disabilities decreased. After the completion of the bedside
learning, the more students had a positive image of those with disabilities.
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2) Many students expressed anxieties about the bedside learning. “I don’t know how to relate to people with

disabilities” was a common sentiment. In particular, many also felt that communicating with people with dis-

abilities would be difficult.

3) The knowledge and skills students wished to gain prior to the bedside learning was how to provide dental

assistance and TBI.

4) The number of students who had previously interacted with disabled people prior to the bedside learning

was a high 70% . However, the frequency of contact was considered to be limited.

5) Following the bedside learning, the number of students actively involved with people with disabilities has

increased. The number of students with an interest in oral care in nursing homes has increased.

6) After the completion of the bedside learning, many students were interested in swallowing rehabilitation,

muscle function training, and treating those with severe mental and physical disabilities.

7 )  The average number of disability names understood by students increased from 6.9 before the bedside

learning to 9. 1 after.

The above details demonstrate that the bedside learning served to deepen understanding about people with

disabilities, as well helping to gain greater awareness of the role of dental hygienists.

Key words: Special needs dentistry, dental hygiene student, questionnaire, bedside learning
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