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An Analysis on Collaborative Learning from My English History
In Search for the Best Learning Style Suitable to the Tasks

YAMADA, Syouzi
Department of English, Asahi University

Summary

In my English classes I adopt a group (sometimes, a pair) work as one of my teaching
techniques. For example, I use it when I conduct a reading test. Members are required
to read the text in unison, hitting the rhythm at the same time. In this way they learn
the basic sound rule of English, ie. the stress-timed rhythm. Another example is seen
prior to the presentation of oral interpretation reading. Students listen to the other stu-
dent’s reading and give some comments to each other. This is a kind of rehearsal done
before the speech in public, which needs a lot of courage to overcome shyness. But, on
the other hand, some English teachers adopt a group work all the time for almost
every task including translation. This article is intended to examine when and where
this sort of cooperative learning works most effectively in English lessons. I started my
research, first reviewing my own English learning experiences, and then went on to my
career of teaching. In analyzing my English history I used the guidelines for group
learning suggested by Mr.TERASIMA, Takayosi(former professor of Gifu University).
One of them provided in his 1989 publication says that a form of group is necessary
only when the content of the task calls for it. Another one says that collaborative
learning is not suited to some task, such as translation, that requires deep personal
thinking. In other words, only when learners are given enough time to proceed on their
own pace, they will truly learn what should be learned. I checked a number of my ex-
periences one by one in the light of these guidelines and confirmed the validity of Mr.

Terasima’s peer learning signposts.
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Remember, there are all kinds of ways of thinking that are cut off from us in
our society—not because we’re incapable of them, but because various blockages
have been developed and imposed to prevent people from thinking in those ways.

That’s what indoctrination is about in the first place, in fact—and I don’t mean
somebody giving you lectures: sitcoms on television, sports that you watch, every

aspect of the culture implicitly involves an expression of what a “proper” life and a
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