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Chronological Changes in Examination Scores for Oral Anatomy Classes among
Second Grade Students in Asahi University School of Dentistry
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Since the 2013 academic year, we have given students at Asahi University School of Dentistry monthly
multiple-choice question-type confirming examinations following the progression of oral anatomy lectures to
check on the achievement of lesson aims for both faculty and students. It is part of our practice for oral anat-
omy, that we drill students in oral morphology and histology using multiple-choice question-type examinations
with visual material projected onto a screen, explaining the questions to them to ensure a clear understanding
after the examinations. In the 2014 and 2015 academic years, we gave the students similar drills in primary
clinical dentistry 1 lectures. We analyzed the examination scores of second grade students throughout the
academic vear to investigate trends in learning. The scores of regular examinations correlated with those of
the confirming examinations. The average scores of each examination rose in July when the regular examina-
tions were carried out, and they fell after the regular examinations. However the average scores of high rank
students did not fall after the regular examinations, but those of average and lower rank students fell after ex-
aminations which were required passing for credits. The trend in learning of the students inferred from the
chronological changes in the average scores of the examinations.
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