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Application of Dental Zirconia to Major Connector
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Recently, dental zirconia with highly biocompatible properties, a favorable esthetic appearance and reduced
allergenic potential have been introduced and used in clinical dental treatment. This study investigated the ap-
plication of zirconia as a major connector. The relationships between load and flextbility of both yttria-
stabilized zirconia (Y-TZP) and cobalt-chrome (Co-Cr) were examined using a four-point bending test. As
a result, Y-TZP showed an equal maximum load but less flextbility than Co-Cr.

ZR-Y (define) showed limited flexibility, and the maximum load was small. It is suggested that Y-TZP is
avatlable for application as a major connector the same as conventional metals.

Key words: Zirconia, four-point bending, major connector
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