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Reading Class of the English Text of Garshin’s The Signal
— How It Was Prepared, Designed, Conducted and Reviewed —

YAMADA Syouzi

Department of English, Asahi University

Summary

This article is, in a way, a record of my English teaching in which I used the story
of Garshin’s The Signal. It means that I wrote here in detail how the lesson was pre-
pared, designed, conducted and reviewed. And at the same time I also analyzed in the
light of pedagogical aspect the following points: the requirements of good material for
English teaching, the relation between worksheet form and the designing of 90 minutes,
the important role of translation for training thinking power, etc.

The description starts from how I met this story. I was then reading a couple of
Russian writers that are said to have influenced DAZAI Osamu, a Japanese writer, and
encountered this story. I was deeply moved by the story that I strongly wanted to use
it in my English class. What I had to do first was to find out the English text. I suc-
cessfully met three English versions and chose one for my teaching material, though
some lines were replaced by the other one for some reasons. For this reading material
I devised a new type of worksheet so that my students could learn by themselves,
both in translation and pronunciation. And next I designed the 90 minutes lesson like
this: the first 30 minutes for translation, the second 40 minutes for reading aloud and
the last 20 minutes for copying English and Japanese in phrase unit. After the transla-
tion was over, I gave the students a reading report, a kind of an assignment in which

they write their own thoughts and feelings. I picked out a few good essays and made
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worksheets for writing. This worksheet had two roles: one is to learn how to change
word (very often phrase) order from Japanese to English, and the other is to think
again the true meaning of the story. I found among the students’ eaasys a very im-
pressive one that made me change my earlier views on the theme of the story.

Lastly I want to say that this lesson has contibuted to fostering global citizens in any
way because Russian writers are seldom seen in English textbooks. I believe that the
students have realized that people are moved in the same way even if their nationali-

ties differ.
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Smith iR 1912
He had a separate carriage, came out and stood on the platform, stood...Yes, I shall not

stay long; I shall go, anywhere, follow my nose.

Smithers A 1917

He had a separate coach. He came out and stood on the platform...I shall not stay here
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long; I shall go somewhere, anywhere, follow my nose.

Gorin &R 1907
He occupied a whole privatecar by himself—on the station he alighted and stood on the

platform, looking—no, I will not stay long; I shall go where my eyes will lead me.
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Semen Ivanov served as trackman on the railroad. His watch-house was twelve
versts (nearly eight miles) distant from one station and ten from the other. The
year before a large weaving mill had been established about four versts away;
and its tall chimneys looked black from behind the trees of the wood; and nearer

than this, apart from the other watch-houses, there was no human habitation.

Smithers &R - B

Semyon Ivanov was a track-walker. His hut was ten versts away from a railroad
station in one direction and twelve versts away in the other. About four versts
away there was a cotton mill that had opened the year before, and its tall chim-
ney rose up darkly from behind the forest. The only dwellings around were the

distant huts of the other track-walkers.
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The people came rushing from the train; soon they gathered into a crowd; before
them lay a man, unconscious, covered with blood; another man stood beside him
with a bloody rag tied to a stick.

Vasili surveyed the crowd and lowered his head.

“Bind me,” he said; “it was I who cut the rail.”
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People jumped out of the carriages and collected in a crowd. They saw a man ly-
ing senseless on the footway, drenched in blood, and another man standing beside
him with a blood-stained rag on a stick.
Vasily looked around at all. Then, lowering his head, he said: “Bind me. I tore up

a rail !”

EBRICH V2R

People jumped out of the carriages and soon gathered into a crowd. Before them
lay a man, unconscious, drenched in blood, and another man stood beside him with
a blood-stained rag on a stick.

Vasily looked around at all. Then, lowering his head, he said: “Bind me. I tore up a

rail 1”
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The engineer saw him and brought the engine to a stop.

Smithers # - #%&#EH

The engineer saw it, shut the regulator, and reversed steam. The train came to a

standstill.
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You must not be late. Now is the time to prove the power of love and truth.
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COHA MNTEBIZO Y TIED 5] 2R THAD, O TRBICEM AR EERTT &
JEIERF 2 BT D DA b vy ARG TR =T Vo (TVIZES o T b &) K
CTHb, HEx WO THICT AFEBAVHEL R EZ L IALEIITHEINRAZ LD
5o FREHEIOHIZIE, FEA Yy FTERENZT) v M2 RT, HEEOEMEZ 2T
WO ALEZRWE D, LT OVTnEET b2 I be LThAis TRIZCWE
W AP BD, FNREFDANEEDSDLRENSZFIRZL (HHVIIRZDL) OTHA
I WM (2014) ZFHAZLHIOREHIGA S [ZOXREZFATIHHSADRE ) LTHAR
HEC SV ER o TWDORNR s bbirolzb] L) EIHE LS o 72h%, BFEHUNIE
HYUEOHZ I 6 LTI LD THELIMN SNIZERRLILTOERDI DL TL 52000 Ltk
Vi,
MEEVELAETETHEION TV LRHTHAY S Z L TE2WEEIE. —H70
EY VMo THME L TED) 2L 2 F 25 LEMBROEIKE CILD B, (B A AKGE
THE Ve IAHIIHRETEH 2 TB L) 20154 1L, YIORETH LA, micie bk
S [EN AT ] OEREBMITHRH L7z, BER5%2270e (bbAA—#&T) Y
Mo CHRAFR IR 2R EEER LA, FEPLIFE CHITFE-7, [2Z2FTH
B2 [EN AT R 2FAZOIIMOTTT, ZLTCIORPETEHAZL &, BLEE
ERIEEVITERIV R LRV L] TEFFORMZ EICHATYE L2, HEFETIE
KFETIH LD THAT Lo (W) EEEOLH A I ZOR GO S 25t L ) R LT L7,
EVio LBESHFE LN TV A,

AR Z AR E O —E TIR RSO SN H AL O FIZHEEOEIFICIEA TW AR TD
TR BT 72 FAEFHET X EIVICLTETHARETEMAEDO TR LIFELH DT
HAHD, ZORRETORMONEEDEBETEHT5L008PLhb3F b, EFCHLUR
FO—AF 3BT XIS RIRD TE LIEIT DN, ZNDITERVOIE, B 7H
TERLZELZERICHETE 2w L I, 2hd [RoJ] (F£E1989 :32) 78
DNTWHEWZ L IGERT LN 59,

Vasily the rail broke before in Moscow to the ministry for appeal went
Ny=)ik [L=nE GFET)] [(Ex77d5] FEIC ] H#2e T,
( ) [ [ Nt ( ) ]

CARBT (e Y THRR ST o LHINSIAT o TV 2D TR W L bRz 05, T D EICE
LTS (2015:204) (DT O &9 RBEBREVEEER D H 5,
L2 LEDSZ /NG (SRR [VNgl BEUFEIRE]) CEBEZ 27201k, BHiE0Y
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Lo THFFE—PE TR L7207,

B, TLF - Nf a7 (2008) (EBHGLAED T L T CFOFHFURILIC OV T DRI
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